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Left to right: Colley Cibber, William Congreve and Catherine Tofts.

Vanbrugh’s People
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Sir John Vanbrugh by Sir Godfrey Kneller (National Portrait Gallery).
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The Italian Opera House in the Haymarket by William Capon (c. 1788).
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Left: British Museum, Burney Collection of Theatrical 
Portraits, vol. IX, No. 101, p. 65.

Above: Joint Coat of Arms of HM King William III and HM 
Queen Mary II.
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The Burney Sketch
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Eye-witness accounts

“What pompous scenes and lofty columns rise,
That strike with artful stroke our wondering eyes,
And seize the raptur’d soul with sweet surprise;

O! What a stately dome w’admiring view,
Whole chief foundations owing still to you.”

‘Lines on Lady Sunderland’s laying of the first stone 
of Her Majesty’s Theatre in the Haymarket’.
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Circles and Domes

Left and Above: John Vanbrugh’s design for Castle 
Howard. The original dome (destroyed by fire in 1940) 
contained a fresco by Giovanni Antonio Pellegrini.
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Above left: Sir James Thornhill attributed to Dietrich Ernst Andreae.
 Right: Thornhill’s ceiling fresco for the Great Hall, Blenheim Palace.
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James Thornhill, Queen Anne’s Patronage of the Arts. 
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Above left: Pastoral scene by James Thornhill, 
possibly for The Loves of Ergasto. 

Right: James Thornhill, The First Great Flat Scene.

“All the world’s a stage”
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Arsinoe, Queen of Cyprus

Left: unidentified garden scene by Thornhill (Arsinoe?)
Right: Thornhill’s design for Act I, scene 8, of Arsinoe, Queen of Cyprus. 
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Left: A caricature of a performance of Handel's Flavio (1723). 
Right: A detail from William Hogarth’s Masquerades and Operas (1723).
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Rosamond by Thomas Clayton and Joseph Addison

“Behold the glorious Pile ascending!
Scene changes to the Plan of 
Blenheim Castle.
Columns swelling, Arches bending,
Domes in awful Pomp arising,
Art in curious Strokes surprizing,
Foes in figur’d Fights contending,
Behold the glorious Pile ascending!”

Above: Aerial view of the ‘glorious pile’ (south façade of Blenheim Palace).
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An ‘aqua drama’ at Sadler’s Wells with on-stage water tank, c. 1808.

Special Effects
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Left to right: “Kitt-Catt” and “Little Whig”, two stones on Bedford Row.
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Thank you
Any Questions? 
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